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Pub grub is
an Elm treat
Ibet Shakespeare never had this trouble

parking on a Sunday,” I muttered as we
weaved through the back streets of
Stratford, looking for a space.

The journey itself had been a little stressful,
what with the windscreen streaked and
smeared with spray off the road.

It was like driving with cataracts, I should
imagine. I was navigating, my friend at the
wheel, flustered as she tried to peer through
the glass, which now had the sun bouncing
off it to make matters worse.

Oh, and we were slowly running out of
petrol. Ah, the joys of a Sunday drive in the
countryside.

I needed a drink.
On our first drive past The One Elm (which

is, as the girl on the phone rightly pointed out,
a stone’s throw from the Bard’s birthplace), the
‘compact’ car park was full – but then it only
seems to be big enough for about eight cars.
Rather than head for a pay and display, we
tried to be clever and park in the side streets.
Twice we found a spot. First time we
discovered all the other cars in the row had
penalty notices, so quickly pulled off; the
second, I spotted a space, we parked, I walked
to the meter, only to find it was ‘maximum
stay one hour, no return withing two hours’.
Great.

Just when I began to hallucinate through
lack of nourishment, we passed the pub again
and spied not one but two spaces. Hurrah.

From there on in the afternoon improved
dramatically.

There’s nothing dramatic about the interior
of The One Elm, just pleasant and welcoming.

It looks like a gastropub, smells like a
gastropub... and tastes like one too.

You can eat in the bar area or in the huge
marquee area at the back (which was, we
discovered, oddly warmer than where we sat),
but we headed upstairs for the main
restaurant, where there was a jolly
atmosphere, what with most diners in the
Santa hats provided on the tables (this was a
few weeks back).

The gentleman on the neighbouring table
had gone one better and was in a RAF dress
uniform, complete with band of medals.

“Why didn’t you wear yours?” my friend
quipped.

Happily it’s not a place where you feel like
you have to stand on ceremony; the staff (all
dressed in their black branded tees) are
genuine, smiley and helpful – and once I had a
cold beer in my hand, thoughts of the
traumatic journey quickly melted away.

Hunger sparked us into action, although it
wasn’t an easy job to choose what to eat –
the menu alone had a myriad temptations,
and that was before we’d even glanced at the
specials board.

Homemade soup of parsnip, apple and
chestnut (£4.50) sounded perfect for a winter’s
day, but then so did the butternut squash
risotto (£5.75) or the king prawns sizzler
(£6.25).

Instead we began with the chicken and leek
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